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and some weak Whigs of that day, fearing that their action 
would be unpopular, bowed the knee and affirmed by their 
votes what they knew and believed to be an untruth. 
Fourteen members of the House of Representatives, with 
the approval of Henry Clay, voted against that lying pre- 
amble, and to his immortal honor be it said, the great 
commoner would have his tongue cleave to the roof of 
his mouth rather than to utter, by an affirmative vote, 
what he knew to be an untruth. 

" The men who yielded in that hour of weakness and of 
temptation returned to their constituents. One of the 
most eminent and brilliant citizens of my own state, who 
was afterward speaker of the House, went home to a doom 
of defeat and popular disapprobation. The men who re- 
corded their votes on the side of truth in the face of that 
excited majority are known to-day in our political history 
as the immortal fourteen. 

" I am willing to trust myself, my reputation, my 
political character, with the people of Massachusetts when 
I stand up here and vote against what I know, or think I 
know, to be untrue." 



A Peace Army and Navy. 

Mr. F. P. Williams of Montclair, N. J., in a recent let- 
ter to the New York Tribune suggests a novel method of 
preventing war. After referring to arbitration and 
Henry George's plan of preventing war by doing away 
with national debts and by direct taxation paying all 
bills as they are made, Mr. Williams suggests a plan for 
preventing actual hostilities which we will let him explain 
in his own words : 

"The only other plan for preventing warfare, I believe, 
is a plan that would in all probability be effectual in the 
present crisis, if it could be put into operation. 

They say that a leader appears in every crisis — that 
with the hour comes the man. Let us suppose that a 
man had been born who was destined to be the means of 
averting warfare in the present crisis, after all methods 
of diplomacy had failed. 

His education would have been begun years ago. In 
early childhood, from the lips of loving parent or teacher, 
he would have heard the story of that Wonderful Coun- 
sellor who by His life and by His death taught men the 
lesson of peace on earth. And down deep in the young 
heart would have been born the belief that the best 
of all lives to live, and the best of all deaths to die, is 
the life that is lived and the death that is died for the 
cause of peace. As he grew in years, and as his under- 
standing deepened, he would have listened in amazement 
and horror, as men preached the doctrines of patriotism in 
pulpits consecrated to the religion of Christ ; and then he 
would have taken up the work that he had been appoint- 
ed to do. 

He would have taught that to be a follower of the 
Prince of Peace is to be raised far above patriotism to a 
level where all men are regarded as brothers, and where 
the shedding of human blood is known as murder, whether 
it is done in private encounter or whether it is done in 
warfare. He would have unfurled the white flag of 
peace — that flag which is able to inspire men with far 
higher courage than was ever inspired by any national 
emblem. He would have called for volunteers to gather 
under the standard that he had uplifted, and his call 
would have been answered. For strange as it may seem 



to patriots, it is nevertheless true that men have lived and 
men are living now, who, although they could not be 
forced by all the governmental power on earth to take the 
life of a fellow-man, would gladly lay down their own 
lives to save the lives of others. The army and navy of 
peace would have been raised, and under their leader 
would have been ready in the event of the opening of 
hostilities, to place themselves between the opposing 
forces, and to say to the conbatants : " Shoot, if you are 
resolved to do so, but it is through our bodies that your 
bullets will pass ; we are ready to lay down our lives in 
the cause of peace." Would the guns be fired? Would 
any human being, civilized or semi-civilized, fire a shot 
that must pass through defenceless fellow-creatures be- 
fore it could reach the enemy?" 

The trouble about such a plan as Mr. Williams outlines 
would be the impossibility, under present conditions, of 
putting it into operation in any crisis. Besides this, if 
the friends of peace were as interested in their cause and 
as active in promoting it as they would have to be to or- 
ganize a peace army in time ot peace, they would reduce 
the belief in war so rapidly that there would soon be 
no armies for them to throw themselves between. There 
are enough people who pretend to believe in peace, to 
make war impossible in civilized countries after a single 
generation, if they were not so half-hearted and indiffer- 
ent about the subject. A little peace talk, a few ejacula- 
tions against war, just on the eve of hostilities, when one 
has not opened his mouth on the subject for ten years, 
cannot be expected to accomplish anything. Peace is 
the greatest of all doctrines, and ought to be taught and 
preached "without ceasing," just as we are taught to 
pray. EL] ^^ 

PEACE SOCIETIES IN AMERICA. 

The American Peace Society, 3 Somerset St., Boston, Mass., 
Benjamin F. Trueblood, Secretary. 

The Universal Peace Union, Independence Hall, Philadelphia, 
Pa., Alfred H. Love, President. 

The Christian Arbitration and Peace Society, 310 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia, Pa., Frank P. Smith, Secretary. 

National Association for the Promotion of Arbitration, Wash- 
ington, D.C., Belva A. Lockwood, President. 

Peace Department of the N. W. C. T. U., Winthrop Centre, 
Maine, Hannah J. Bailey, Superintendent. 

The Peace Association of Friends in America, Richmond, Ind., 
Daniel Hill, Secretary. 

The South Caroliaa Peace Society, Columbia, S.C., Rev. Sidi 
H. Browne, President. 

The Illinois Peace Society, 200 Randolph St., Chicago, III., 
Edward Coale, Holder, 111., President, Allen J. Fiitcraft, Cor.-Sec- 
retary. 

The Pacific Coast Arbitration Society, Monterey, Cal., E. Ber- 
wick, Secretary. 

The Connecticut Peace Society, Mystic, Conn., Christine V. 
Whipple Clarke, Secretary. 

The Rhode Island Peace Society, Providence, R. I., Robert P. 
Gifford, Secretary. 

Frienis' Peace Association of Philadelphia, 140 North 16th 
St., Philadelphia, Pa., William F. Wickersham, Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Arbitration Council, 1224 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa., Geo. 
May Powell, President. 

The Women's International Peace League of America. Mary 
Frost Evans, President, East Providence, R. I., Christine V. 
Whipple Clarke, Secretary, Mystic, Conn. 



